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March 23, 1962

Mr., James Formar

Executive Secretary :

' student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee \

197 1/2 Auburn Avenue, N.E,

Atlanta 3, Georgia

Dear Mr, Formans

Your letter of March 14, 1962, asks for so
much information about our jurisdiction that I would
prefer to respond to questions at a meeting sometime,

The Departrmant is currently supporting very
strongly Congressional action to eliminate pell taxes
and control the abuse of literacy and such tests, We
have also recommended legislation to eliminate some of
our prosecution difficulties in police brutality cases.
There are several other pending proposals on which we
have commented favorably, and in the past the Depart-
ment has favored various measures which have failed.

It would take a great deal of time to give
details on the history of the Department's position
on legislation. But I do not understand that that
is what you want, If you want to know what legis-
lation is most posaible and most strongly backed at
this time, it is ths specific bills I have referred
to. Once we make progress there, we will see what

~ areas most need corrective legislation next,

I would be delighted to have your comments.
Very truly yours,

Burke Marshall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
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i UNITED STATES COVERNMENT ~ ° - DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI%Vé[ |
" Memorandum s
to : Burke Marshall

 Assistant Attorney General
N\ Civil Rights Division

o)

FROM

DATE: May 28, 1962

Theodore R. Newman, Jr.
Constitutional Rights Unit

. Meeting of the Committee of I
SUBJECT: 7. +o the Administration of Jusgce

j . In the Freedom Struggle

As requested by you, I attended the meetings of the Committee
held in Washington on May 25th-26th. The members of the Cormittee
who were present at various times included Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt,

Mr. Norman Thomas, Mr. Joseph Rauh, Mr. Cutherberson (a white attorney
from Sumter, South Carolina), Mr. James Baldwin, Rev. Gardner Taylor,
and Dr. Kenneth Clark. The interrogation of witnesses was conducted
by Mr. Carol Rachl¢n and a Mr. Watts., Among the witnesses appearing
before the Committee were Ronnie Moore (concerning Southern University
| and Baton Rouge); Weldon Rougeau (same); Rev. B. Elton Cox (Baton
Rouge); Bob Zellner (McComb, Mississippi, the Brenda Travis case,
criminal anarchy case in Baton Rouge, and Talladega, Alabama); Robert
Moses (Mississippi voting, the Herbert Lee case and police activity,
ie. brutality, denial of equal protection and due process, in Liberty,
Mississippi), Albert Bigelow, James Peck, Rev. Robert Brown, (all
concerning various Freedom rides including the Anniston and Birmingham
incidents); Frank Nelson (Freedom Rides in Jackson and Poplarville,
Mississippi, and unlawful arrest and police brutality in New Orleans,
Louisian§§ ; Jerome Smith (arrests in New Orleans, Jackson, McComb

and Baton Rouge with police brutality in the latter); Eric Weinberger
(police brutality in Brownsville, Tennessee); Henry Thomas (denial of
protection by law enforcement officials in Huntsville, Alabama v
including the mustard gas incident); Gerald Johnson (police brutality
and denial of equal protection in Talladega, Alabama); Charles
McLaurin (Jackson, Mississippi State Fair incident); C. B. King
(Albany demonstrations and courtroom seating incident); Louis Lusky
(due process in the Jackson prosecutions of Freedom Riders and the
legal aspects of the Freedom Struggle with particular reference ¢o

the bail situation and the role of the Department of Justice); and
James Farmer (Jackson, Mississippi and the Freedom Struggle in general).
I am attaching the written statements of these witness and of other
persons who did not attend.
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The hearings consisted of oral statements of the witnesses
and questions asked both by the counsels and members of the
Committee. The statements of several of the witnesses, as well
as the questions of several members of the Committee, indicated the
feeling that the Civil Rights Division was not doing all that it
could do in the Freedom Struggle. Particular reference was nade
to the infrequent prosecution of police brutality tases where persons
taking so called direct action were the victims. Also, the Department
was criticized for refusing to provide protection for witnesses who
contemplated testifying or had testified before state agencies and
tribunals. The Department was also criticized for the fact that
we have not sought to enjoin$ state court prosecutions in the Freedom

‘Struggle with the exception of U. S. v. Wood. Since I have discussed
these matters with you in person, I shall not go into any detail

concerning them.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation was roundly criticized by
many of the witnesses and this critical attitude was also evidenced
by the questions of several members of the Committee. The general
tenor of these criticisms was that the Special Agents were not
interested at all in civil rights cases, were perfunctory in their
investigations, did not purste all available leads, and in several
cases were outspokenly critical of the sctivities of those engaged in
direct action in the Freedom Struggle.

Mr. Lusky, in response to a question by Rev. Taylor, stated that
he felt that the Civil Rights Division was dedicated and conscientious
but that our jurisdiction was limited and that other legal barriers
prevent our being more effective. He stated that he thought we are
doing an excellent job. He stated he had no knowledge of the per=-
formance of the Bureau.

The use of police dogs against persons engaged in the Freedom
Struggle was discussed with particular interest shown by Norman Thomas.

The selection of Federal Court judges was also discussed at
some length with Mrs. Roosevelt pointing out some of the practical
political aspects, fe. Senatorial courtesy.

The entire prroceeding was recorded by court reports. CORE
contemplates have a transcript made.
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Civil Rights Division

J. Walter Yeaglay, Assistant Attorney
Internal Security Divisioa . .

' ttached letters concerning the Highlander Folk School

There are forwarded herewith letters coneerning
the Highlander Folk School from the followings Charles~
ton County Citisens Committee and Registration - Informe
tion Center; Mr. Richard Chasej Professor James L, Adanmy
Reverend Robert C. Palmer and Professor Kermit Eby for
such action a3 you deem appropriate., These letters have
not been acknowledged by this Division, .

In the April 5, 1961 edition of "The Chattanoo-
ga News-Free Press" it was reported that on that date the
Tennesses Suprems Court upheld the revocation of the

Highlander Folk School's general welfare charter and o= -

dered the operating corporation dissolved. The charter
repo was revoked on two groundss (1) Myles Horton,
Director and Founder of the adult education institutiom,
operated the school for his own personal gaing and (2)

intoxicating beverages were sold on the school premises, =

Thereafter, the May 11, 1961 issue of "The Knoxville
Journal® reported that the Highlander Folk School ane
nounced it had suthorised attorneys to teke its charter
revocation case to the Supreme Court of the United States.
Meanwhile the racially intfgrated school is reportedly
opentingumdmdlut-onthmphmﬁn;am
South-wide Citisenship School Program.

- Kugust 7 196)
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St. John Barrett E | April 20, 1960
Second Assistant, Civil Rights Division

HRT,JR/dke
Harold R. Tyler, Jr. T
Special Assis ant to the Attotncy Geuetal

'Tblephone call from Mr. Thurgood Marshall of thc
N.A.A.C.P.

As 1 told you yesterday aftermnoon,

the Deputy Attorney General received a call at that

time from Mr. Thurgood Marshall. According te

Judge Walsh, Mr. Marshall apologized for not having
called me elrlict and added that he would get in

touch with me later this week. Moreover, Mr. Marshall
requested that the Depart-ent look into the following:
two episodess

’ \
1. The boabing of the home of Alexanderz
: Looby, an attorney for the NAACP.

‘2. A telephone call from an unidentified
person to the Headquarters of the NAACP
from Memphis, Tennessee, wherein, as
I understand it, the caller stated that
although he was a segregationist, he had
been asked to contribute momey for the
purpose of purchasing acid to hurl upon
youthful Negro demonstrators im and abdout
Memphis. Apparently this caller is
supposed to have stated that "this was
going too far for him.”

I am exceedingly dubious about the
accuracy or bona fides of the latter report. Moreover,
I can not conceive of any possible Federal jurisdic-
tion in the matter.

llth respect to the bombing, this, of -
course, presents a different prodlem. Although I am
not certain that we have Federal jurisdiction, I think
it would be well to imaginatively comsider the possi-

. bility. Also, you might be able to ascertain informally

from the Bureau whether or no! they are looking imto
this matter.
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Oﬁice Memomndum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ‘-

TO

:Harold R. Tyler, Jr., Special DATE: May 24, 1960

Asstr;ant to the Attorney Gemeral

“0“_ ‘Philip Marcus

SUBJECT:

Voting & Elections Section

I regret to inflict the reading of this memorandum
on you but at our initial conference you expressed the hope
that I might have some ideas, good, bad or indifferent, in
connection with the work of this Divisjion, I did make an
attempt to see you in connection with the following matters
last week but you apparently were too busy, '

These matters arise out of the meeting we had with
Mr, Mitchell of the NAACP,

. 1, Mr, Mitchell in his talk emphasized discrimi-
nation in connection with travel or transportation. In the
Antitrust Division we represented the Interstate Commerce
Commission in many matters. We opposed the Commission in a
considerable number of matters; we intervened in numerous of
their proceedings; and not infrequently we initiated proceed~ .
ings before the Commission. I can®t say we were always
successful but we did make the Commission well aware of the
existence of the antitrust laws and of the point of view of
an agency of the government entrusted with the enforcement
of such laws,

I should like to iuggest that in connection with
travel discriminations we might well try to effect some such
relationship with the Commission if such relationship does

! not now exist. I do not know any of the Commissioners, but

I do know the General Counsel, Robert Ginnane. Mr. Ginnane
was in the Office of the Solicitor General for a number of
years. I have known him for a considerable number of years
and I think quite highly of him. He might be our initial
contact. I should be glad to speak to him if you so desire,
or, better yet, it might be well for you to invite him to a
conference with you on this matter. I think that if we could
get him interested in the Commission®s taking a more active
role in this field, he could get the Commission to do so. We
would always be free, if we felt they were dragging their feet,
to take action in or out of the Commission. -

2. Mr. Mitchell complained that the NAACP sent
complaints to the Division and then did mot hear about them.
You stated that you would see to it that the NAACP would be
advised to the extent that we were at liberty to do so of the
reasons why action was not taken by us in connection with
particular complaints submitted by thenm.
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_ I think this is a fine idea; but based upon my
years of being a member of the Department of Justice, I feel
quite certain that unless you embody this policy in the form
of a mimeographed office order, or in some other written form,
it is likely to have a short 1ife. If you care to, 1 shall
be glad to explain further the basis of this suggestion.

3, Mr. Mitchell referred to the matter of ecomomic
reprisals against those Negroes who have made some attempt to
register or vote in some parts of the South. I think we
might well explore the possibility of bringing some test
suits under Sections 241, 242 and 594 of Title 18 since the
threat or actual act of reprisal is a method of intimidation.
It might be possible to find an appropriate case where we
would also use the Sherman Antitrust Act and possibly take
the position that the Sherman Act gives an individual a right
to be free from arbitrary economic coercion which brings
into play the Civil Rights Statute. I think that if we filed
about four such cases around the same time, this would have a
far-reaching effect, even if ultimately we lost one or all of
such cases. The very fact that the cases might be pending
for a number of years prior to being decided. by the Suprene
Court would itself, I believe be a strong deterrent to this

type of economic coercion.

4. Intervention or appearing as amicus curiae. Mr,
Mitchell stated or intimate that in a number of civil rights
fields it has been private persons who have taken the initia-
tive and have succeeded in having a remedial rule of law laid
down by the Supreme Court. In the antitrust field there has
been a considerable amount of private litigation. The govern=
ment in a number of instances has come in to such litigation
either by way of intervention or as amicus curise. In a few
instances the Antitrust pivision has even written letters to
the court, with copies to counsel, in which a point of view
has been expressed., In very large part this has been done
at the Appellate level, but in some instances at the trial

stage.

In this field wherze reprisal is a very real factor,
we might well keep advised of the private suits in the field
and as to those matters concerning which a suit is contem=
plated, with the idea, having in mind our own manpower problems
and other factors, of intervening or coming in froa time to
time as amicus curiae at certain stages of such cases, This
might possibly eliminate the problem, in a number of ,
instances, of whether the government has a right to bring

an action itself.
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Jume 1, 1960

Thurgood Narshall, Rsquire
sSuite 1790

10 Columbus Circle

New York 19, New York

Dear Mr. uatchallf

I am still hopeful that I will
have an early opportunity to talk to you about
cectain matters, including some correspondence

_ from you directed recently to the Civil Rights
Division of the Departmemt. Unfortunately,
you are a hard man to pin down, and now I have
problems of time, etc., on this end.
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Accordingly, once again I ask
you to consult your schedule and see whethes
or not it will be feasible for you to visit my
office in Washington within the next sevezal

weeks.
Very truly yours,

HAROLD R. TYLER, JR.
Special Assistant to
the Attorney Gemeral
Civil Rights Division
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September 14, 1940

KEMORANDUN ROR

The Momozsdle Cerald D. Mergan
Deputy Assistant to the Presideat

1 zefes teo your mesmoranduam of
Septender 3, to the Atteraey Geaeral,
trassalttiag & telegram of Septender 1,
addressed te the Presideat by Nr. Rey
wilkiss, Executive Secretazy of the
Natlenal Association for the Advance-
ment of Celored Peeopls.

Attached pleass find & suggested
draft of am amswer to Mg, Wilkime®
telegran.,

HAROLD &, TYLER, JR.
Assistamt Attermey Gemerzal
Clvil Rights Divisiea

ccs Records
Chroneo
Nr. Cushman
Mr. Barrett
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December 20, 1960

Mr. Clarence Mitchell, Digectes
Waskingten Bureau

Natienal Asseciastien for the
Advancensnt of Colered People
100 Nassachusetts Avenue, N, W,
Washiagten 1, D. C,

Desr Clarences

Thask you very -ueh for your mote of
~ December 16th,

Your kind words were very -ach
sppreciated by me,

I thiank there can be mo question bus
that the issues raised by our three cases ia
Teanesses are of great significance te ail
Amezicens, regazdliess of their circumstances.

Yours sincerely,

BAROLD A, TYLER,
_Assistant Atteocrney coanra!
ctvtl Rights DPivieiean

Re




Reberzt L. Cazter, Rsquise
Genezal Counsel : ,
Naticual Asceclatien feozr the
... AGvaneenzit of Colosed People
" Twenty ¥West Portieth Street
Nlew Yosk 18, New Yezk :

 Dear Nz. Casztess
I nave yous letter of Decesber 13Mh,

Ia sll cander, I muet confess that we have
beea 8¢ dusy ia this Divisieoa with recpect to matters
in New Orlessns, Ternessee, ste., that aseither I ner ny
asgeciates have boen abls to focus as such a8 we wouid .
14ke en the questien of airpert segregatiea o dis-
ezinisstion, .

Nowever, it 18 true, o8 I advised you by
telephene sons weeks ago, that we are sakinmg specifice
plens ia this field. Ceonsecuentliy, 1 hope you will
pozait me to telophens you during the first week of
Jassary, whken I ¢rest we will have zeached a poias
whese our wezk is suffisiently advanced to de dliscuesed.

Youss simcerely,

RAROLD R. TYLER, .
Assistant Attezasy Geasral
Civil Rights Pivisiea
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Coshona Cosaty Bsansh NAACY?
220 « 344 Strees '
Clarksdale, Mississippi

Pess Nr. Weasys

The White Rouss had zefazzed te s your
telegsan of harch 39 gelsting te the facident im
Jecksen, Xiselseippl, isvelving allegatisns of sse
setits with clubs end police degs by the pelice of
Jaskses, missiceirdpi, sgainst Kegsees engsaging la
peszeful demonsirations la ceamection with the trisl
of nine Negrees exsested for o &it-in ea sendsy ia
the Jackson kumicipal Libraty. .

N¥hes the Department was iafersed of this
sccugrence, we inctituted an lamediate investigation
and have received geports with respect to the insi-
deat from the Pedeszal Zursan of Investigatien and
Llecel 1ezdezs in Jeckoem. Ve have roceived adsuxe
i snces froa respensibie Lesdess in Jackees that me
] unaccessacy fotce will De ueed by the pelice there,
ws ere continnies te investizate the incident on

i Wedneoday aud have sskad for further focts ea 2o
; situaticn in Jacksen gemerally.

;'7 : ' " Yegy tzely yeuss, .
3o o T ot Speciatl Assletant
{0 e T e LT te the Atterssy Gemessi
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Nazch 31, 1961

Me., Claremece Nitchell -
Pigecteox, washingten Busean
100 siassachusetts Avenue, ¥.¥,
Washiagtes 1, p.C.

Dear Ng. ulgehcllt

Thank yen for respondiag se promptly te my
zeguest for a copy of the statement which you made
188t yerz to the staff of the Civil Rights Divisiea.

"~ This is & wvery aifficuit problesm in law euforce~
ment and iavelves a very cosplicated set of statntery
asthosity at the Depasrtment®s disposal. I thiak that

the 1imits of our statutory sutherity have mot yet been
fully explorse.

¥hen I have had g chance te study yeur state-
aent in mere detail, I will let you have my views at
gzeater length, ,

Vezy truly yoeurs,

Buzke Marshall

REPT

Y
Exa




LA T

(4]

(]
=

TR o
s

L5

Wt

* ol
24
)

b Lo sl s :
B TR ¢ T

L
-

T e am i d It
i g R

BT R e e e ki, PRy N
< ) :. . .

.

v
ALS >

B RN e i) B NOPEICIE PO R
ST OKNEL N R e gLl

April 23, 1961

. Mz. He Co mt‘.m

Lagal Redress Committee
236 South VWelliagton Street
NMesphis 5, Tennessss _

Dear Mz, Nabrik:

 Thenk you for your letter of April 20, togathes
with the copy of the letter adiressed to the Federal Surems
of Iavestigation in Meashis. The affidavits veferved to i
mumuuummwuuuvma.'unuu
qumtmomohmmduuhmdqy
violsticad of Tederal laws.

Vexy mly_ yours,

Mr. Karshall
Mr. Mephy
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8 March 1963

Mr. Lesiie ¥. Dunbarg

BExecutive Digecter

Seuthern Regienal Counecil, Ine.
S Forsyth Street, N, VW,

Atlanta 3, Georgia

 Dear Lesiie: o

Thank you fer yeur letter. 1 enjeyed our
exchange. 1 seat yom last week a copy of the
President's message and will let you bave the bills
when they are ia final ferm. I hepe that we can
have yeur support fer them,

The Council’s repert en the Plans fer Pregress
in Atlants seemed te me $to be semevhat uafair.

Xost of those companies have virtually ne
empleoyees im the srea. The biggest employers ia the
sres are the companies which the report stated were
making progress. Seme of the cempanies your geporter
taiked to had ss few as four employees im Atlants; I
can think of no particulsr reasenm why aa office 1ike that
sheuld be a starting place for iaplemengtation for the
Planms,

Next time you age up this way, perhaps we
night have a ehat out of this.

Best regards,

Burke Narshail
Assistant Attermey Genmersal
Civil Rights Divisien

1
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Re, Stafige 5. Blachfecd
DPirecteor of Resesgehr _
Southesa Regiensl Couwnecil, Ine. .
S Porsyth Street, N. ¥,

Atlasta 3, Geergle

. Dear Mg, Blackferd: ' :

In your letter of Narekh 22, 1903, you 38k me
te ideatify certain sewthera counties in which recisily
discriminatery practices have been adandensd, with
k| gespect te vetiag, and ether counties im which such
practices have boem abanceaned ian the opereties of .
: scheoeols, o8 & reanit of negotiations L(mstituted by the
i Depazinent of Justice. _

7 Oa April 4, 1963, the Department of Health,

] Iducation, and ¥Nelfare disclosed the identitics of

tweive seuthara school districts which had agreed to .
uske nos-raciasl school assignments of chitdrea 1iviag en
feéegal property. These scheel districts, and the
nilitary bases to which they relate, are ss follews:

PLORIDA ’ l

Kilisderough County (NacPill APB)
*Okaleesa Ceunty (Egiim APB and Ruribduzt APS)
*Santa Ress County (Whitimg Pielé Kaval Alr Statiea)

JANNRSSES

Sheldby County (Memphis Navel Als Staties) |
TRXAS

*Abilene Isdependent Schoel Pist. (Pyess AFS)
*Kinezal ¥eils ISP (Camp Weltess)
Celerade Cezs. School Dist. Ke. 36 (Bergstreng AFS) i
*Buskbursnett I5D (Sheppard AFB) ,
*Petter County Cons. Scheol Dist, Ne. 3,

(Anariiie APFS) :
Coeanslly Cene. Ind. School Dist. (Cemally APB) |

CC: Receords
c““o

p/,t‘ Barsett : |
Nr. Narshsii ‘ _ |
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The életzicts which I have marked with an
asterisk are those with gespect to wvhese desegregation
the Dapartiment of Justice psrticipated with the
Departuent of Health, Educestien, and Weifare ia sdtaia-
ing. 1In acditiean te the schoel districts mamed,
the Pepartmcoat procured am agreenmgnt from the Komree
Ceuaty Schesol Beard, Ley West, Plorids, fer the adandome
nent of édiscrimination in the sssignzeat of federslly-
connected childrean. The identities of three other
districts which have agreed with EEW te desegregate
(one of which has additionsliy azde such sgrecuent with
this Department) are met being disclesed, decsuse of
difficuities which the 1ecal officisls snticipate s
the event of such dlsclosure. For the sams zeasen that
I am not at 1ibecty te disclose the manes of the three
schoel districte meatiened adove, I nust decliime to
give you the names of the five counties ia which
disceininstory vetiag practices have been asbandoned
ss & result of negetisticas by this Departmeant, T7The
ceatering of pudiic attention vpon these counties couid
well cauge the less of the very real progress that hss
beea achieved.

3incerely,

Suzke Rarzrshail
Assistent Atterney Cemeral
Civil aights Pivisiea
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ETATEMENT BY ATTORNEY GENERAL

BOBERT F. KERNEDY - JANUARY 7, 1963

Of course, the situation at the University of Mississippi has been

very difficult for Mr. Meredith.

Many members of the faculty Bave made an effort in the highest

traditions of their profession to obey'the Court's orders and assist

Mr. Meredith in getting an educat

fon. But it is true that a number of

officials charged with the admini

tration of the University have not -

met their responsibilities. It ig incumbent upon them and state lew

enforcement officials to make it

ssible for Mr. Meredith to continue

his education without interruptiod. I would hope that they will take

appropriste steps now to do so.

Mr. Meredith 1s as free to

o I would hope that in maeking a fi
consider that he chose to go to ¢
energies and hopes of many of his

his admission and contimued atte

Should Mr. Meredith feel obl

lé.uiésippi. ‘That this could oc
reflection on all of us.

ve the school as he was to enter it.
decision on this, Mr. Meredith will
University of Mississippi and the
llov citizens have been involved in
4 to leave the University ‘became of
focused hostility om him, it would

oA
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‘Sizzling’ Report On Miss. Due In Mid-Augy
A full-scale report on stsxssxppx s segregatx of

violence will be published in mid-August durin

; blistering civil rights battle on Capitol Hill.

1 The sizzling Civil Rights Commission doc&nun

will contain first-hand accounts of police brutality,

mob violence, cases in which police and courts failed . .
to act, and show the growing disparity between ' ’
Negro and white housing, education, employment
! and welfare.
: “The report will be an eye-opener and should
. arouse every American to the depravity of those in
contrel of the state,” an official source indicated in .
Washington. “We have a South Africa right here at -
home.” Publication of the report comes after Atty. ’
Gen. Robert Kennedy failed to approve the SEB&&— '
g of the state, at which time the »
1 material would have been aired by witnesses.
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OBSTRUCTIONS GF JUSTICE IN TER STATE OF MISSISSIFPI
BY THR PRESIDENT OF THR UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

Whereas the Governor of the State of Mississippi
and certain lav enforcewent officers and other officials of
that Btate, cnd other persons, individually and in anlawvful
assepdblies, combinations and conapiracies, have been and
are willfdlly opposing and obstructing the enforcement of
ordsrs entered by the United Gtates District Court for the
Southern District of Iﬁuiuippi and the United States Court
of Appeals for the Pifth Circuit; and

" ¥heress such unlavful assemblies, casbinations

and conspirscies oppose and obstruct the execution of the
laws of the United States, impede the course of Justice .
under those lavs and make it impracticadle to enforce those
laws in the Btate of Mississippi by the ordinary courss of
Julicial procesdings; and

lfhcreu_t have expressly called the attention of ‘
the Governor of Miseissippi to the perilous situstion that
exists and to his Quties in the premises, and have requésted
Dut have oot received from him sdequate sssurances that the
orders ort.bocaurt.". of the United States vwill be odeyed
and that lav and order will be maintatneds

WOV, TSEREVORE, Y, JOEN F. KENNEDY, President ot
the United Stetes, under and by virtue of the authority
westad 1n me Dy the Constitution and lavs of the United
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FOR: NATIONAL BROADCASTING CCMPANY

PROGRAM: Today STATION:WRC-TV and
' NBC-TV Network

DATE: Cctober 2, 1962 7:00 AL M. CITY: Washington, D, C.

HUGH DOWNS WAS SEEN ON THE TELEVISION
SCREEN, IN NEW YORK STUDIO.

DOWNS: "Frank, in a few moments we're going to hear from
Washington, and our guest Burke Marshall, who's the Assistant
Attorney General on Civil Rights, with our Martin Agronsky...

* * L

"The integration criais at the University of Mississippi
has not yet run its course. It's still underlaid by passions
and prejudices that have a savage potential, and an unfortunate
history of lasting a long time. Last night the Washington Evening
Star commiented editorially that in the face of open insurrection,
the President had no alternative but to use the troops. But the
Star said if the new bitterness, the fresh hatreds enkindled by
their use is to be contained, mature statemanship and wise
leadership must now be forthcoming. The qualities of course must
come from President Kennedy, and those whom he has entrusted to
deal with this problem on his behalf.

"One of the most important of thcse is Assistant Attorney
General for Civil Rights, Burke Marshall. Mr. Marshall, with
his chief, the Attorney General, kept the vigil with President
Kennedy all night Sunday night in the White House. Our Wash-
ington correspondent Martin Agronsky has asked Mr. Marshall to
review this crisis in Mississippi and its implications. Martin. "
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MARTIN AGRONSKY WAS SEEN ON THE SCREEN, SEATED
WITH HIS GUEST, BURKE MARSHALL, IN THE WASHING-
TON STUDIO. % ‘ :

|

AGRONSKY: “"Good mo » Hugh. Mr. Asgsistant Attorney
General, Mr. Marshall, you spent that long night with the
President, with the Attorney General at the White House, on
Sunday night from the time the President made his speech at
ten o'clock, until 5:30 in the morning. That was the period in
which the riot occurred, that was the period in which two people
were killed--all that violence took place. I wonder if you can
tell us what happened that night. Can you give us any background
on that?" ‘;

MARSHALL: "Well, I guess everyone knows what happened, Mr.
Agroasky, in general. The Attorney General said last night it
was the worst night he ever spent, and it was certainly a very
difficult night for everyone. was most difficult for the
marshals that were down there. They were faced--they were pulled
from many places in the count y all of a sudden-~they'd been
trained, but they were pulled down there suddenly--they were put
in there on the campus at the niversity--they were faced with a
very large and unruly mob at night. There were bricks and bottles
thrown at them out of the dark. As the evening went on there were
shots out of the dark, both shofgun and rifles, and I think the
fact that they responded the ws they did, without firing back,
without retaliating any more tthn they had to, and finally pre-
serving the peace and the law n Oxford is a tremendous achieve-
ment, "

AGRONSKY: "That's the story of the marshals. What about the
story of the President of the United States and his brother, the
Attorney General, during that fight? There were a whole series
of conversations with Mississippi's Governor Barnett, Can you tell
us anything of what the Govetnﬂr said, and what the President said?
There is a fundamental conflict now between the Governor, the
President, and the Attorney General, The Governor says it was the
fault of the federal government that violence broke out. The
Attorncy General says it was not, and so does the President, Can
you give us the government's side of that?" T

MARSHALL: “Well, what I ened, Mr, Agronsky, was that on
Sunday, there were conversations between the Attorney General and

the Governor, Those related to baving Mr. Meredith put on the -
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campus at the University on Sunday afternoon. The Attorney
General and the Governor h d an arrangement as to how that
would be done. The Governog arranged for the cooperation bf

the state police, he said. The state police did in fact meet

the marshals, they took them on to the campus of the University,
and after it appeared that the| ampus was secure, that there

was not--at that time it appeared there was not going to be any
serious trouble--the state police and.the University officials
helped escort Mr, Meredith, who flew down from Memphis, on the
campus at the University. That was in the late afternoon, and
that was essentially what hapgened on Sunday between the Attorney

General and the Governor.

“From there on it was a question of attempting to keep the
Governor to his assurance t state law enforcement officers
would be used to control any disturbance that might arise. "

AGRONSKY: "There are two important points here. Cne is
that the federal government no says--the Attorney General now
says--that Governor Barnett actually asked for a show of Federal
force. Is that correct?" '

MARSHALL: *Well I thin) th@t on Sunday, what the arrangement
was, that a large number of marshals would come inibefore Mr.
Meredith came in--*

AGRONSKY: "At the Governor's request ?*

MARSHALL: “The GoverTr and the Attorney General had an
understanding on that matter, ¢n Sunday, *

AGRONSKY: "Last night the Governor said in a telecast, and
I quote now, this is Governor arnett, he emphatically and
positively denied that he had orfdered state highway patrolmen
withdrawn from the campus of the University at the peak of the
riot, Is that correct?" r

MARSHALL: *The Governor said it--I suppose it's correct
that he said it, and I don't know what orders the Governor gave
to the state police. It is a fact that the state police were
withdrawn from the campus at the height of the riot, and during
the two moet difficult hours they were not there. And when they
<amb back they did not do much to assiet, and most of the state
police that were in the vicinity never came back at all--they
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did nothing. "

or Barnett spoke to the President
hours of Monday morning, did
cate that he would comply with

do anything to stop the violence ?*

just stood out on the highw

AGRONSKY: "When Cove:!
of the United States in the
he at that time in any way §
these orders and that he w

‘hear what the Governor said to the
rnor did say--he always said all
te officers to assist the federal
ce. Ithink he told the Presi-
sky, what he told the state

MARSHALL: "] didn'{
President. 1 think that the
along--that he would instry
officers in quelling any diqp
dent that. As I say, Mr. B¢
officers to do 1 do not know, e factof the matter is that the

state officers did nothing f§ two most difficult hours, and
that even when they were there they were not very helpful.

sk Mr. Marshall if he had any idea

t the idea that the U. S. Marshals, wers
Did he have access to some incident

he get ahold of erroneous information 7"

DOWNS: *I wanted to|
where Governor Barnett g¢
as he put it, trigger happy,
that wasn't reported, or di

» Mr., Downs, where he got that. The

MARSHALL: "I don't}
gment, Itthink in the judgment of

marshals, as | stated, in 1p
anyone that was there, actp
They never fired a shot at
gunshot wounds were hurt
of the mob--not by the Uni}

ssiesippians, or by other members
tes marshals. " ’

AGRONSKY: "Mr. M;j #ll, can we return to this fundamental
conflict about who was at l‘”~ here. 1 don't know whether it can
be documented, but Gove f'f» arnett also contended last night that
the violence was inflamed : eliberately in order that the resulting
resistance could be--and ‘-l- are the words he used--cited as
justification for military fq
state in the crushing of the| rights of the state. How would you
respond on behalf of the fe§ government to that?"

The violence that came to Pxfoxd the night before last, was from

the people that lived down {ssissippi. They objected to a

court order. There wasn'{ any| choice on the part of the federal

government, whether to enforcsg that court order or not, If the
constitutional framework of the country is going to be preserved,
an order of the federal coujrt, mo matter what it says, and no

- P ~

MARSHALL: “Well, s r;jgronsky, of course that gets lilly..
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matter how objectionabile if is, has got to be enforced. Other-

wise the framework of law the country would break down. Now
there was objection to thaticourt order. It was deeply resented

in the state of Mississippii] The Governor deliberately inflamed
that resentment. He madg¢|a speech invoking the doctrine of inter-
position which has been regudiated by the Supreme Court of the
United States, and by histdfy for many n.any years, And he gave a
speech which [ think certajhly could fairly be said to have told

the people of Mississippi that they did not have to comply with
federal law,*

AGRONSKY: "I'd like to interrupt here for a moment--station
break--

or. Washington is Martin Agronsky and Mr,
sistant Attorney General for Civil Rights,
pow. I'd like to ask Mr. Marshal if

opinion now of a moderate faction

t might help them mitigate the

DOWNS: "Speaking {
Burke Marshall, who {s A
« s obut back to Washington
there is any evidence in b
anywhere in Missiseippl
circumstances?'

MARSHALL: "“The i ber of students who participated in the
violence {s 2 small numbeji--a small percentage of the students
that were there--and I th :h there are a great many people in
Mississippi that have pri h ely said to each other and to the
Governor that the course the Governor has been following, of
resistance and defiance of federal law is a course that will bring
disaster on the state. I hope that in the next day or so maany
| outs ™ ’

arshall, Governor Barnett has until one
time, Ul o'clock in the morning, in
appear before the Fifth Circuit Court

iif of contempt. If he merely sends
jar himself, will he have purged himself

': ission of Meredith in effect the
: tion?"

AGRONSKY: “Mr, }
o'clock this afternoon, o
New Orleans at that time t
of Appeals and purge hims
attorneys and does not ap
of contempt, and is the ad:
purging of the contempt cit

¥ course, Mr. Agronsky, since that's all
yjint to go into it. I don't think the
or Barnett to appear in person down

MARSHALL: "Well
before the court, I don't
court order requires Goveyr
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there today."

AGRONSKY: ' ¥ould ypu regard then the admission of Meredith
as having met the requiremept of purging the Covernor of contempt?"

to the court. The whole purpose of the
the court order, and it's up to
not he's purged himself. "

MAKSHALL: "“That's
contemnpt citation is to enfor
the court to decide whether o

tention of the federal government to
ersity of Mississippi the troops
order, just as long as their ob-
redith to classes at the University
at he gets to class every day,

AGERONSKY: "Is it the
keep on the campus of the Un:
that are necessary to preser
jection to the attendance of
of Miseisgippi--will they se
from here on in?"

MARSHALL: "Mr. Agronsky, it is the intention of the federal
government to--the duty of the federal government, the responsibility
of the federal government to e¢nforce that court order. And what-
ever is necessary, as the Att rney General and the President have
said all along, to do that, to accomplish that, is going to be
done. Now I hope that the students of the University and the
people of Mississippi are going to accept the fact that that court
order has to be respected and obeyed and that M.r. Meredith has a
right to go to classes as he d.q yesterday, and he's going to do
today, and he'll continue to do so."

AGKONSKY: "And the government will see that he does. May
I ask just very very quickly, sir, we have a report that a Negro
girl is also applying at the Unjversity of Miseissippi and --for
admission to the classes. ll‘ t correct, and will the federal

government support her apph#ation?”

MARSHALL: "Mr. Agronsky, I don't know whether it's correct,
and to say will the federal government support her application,
is to put it in the wrong light. What happens is that these

people have a right to bring a| suit, and once they bring a suit,
if they get a court order, then it is the responeibility to enforce
the order. That's all the federal government has to do with it ”'

AGRONSKY: “Thank yq#a very much. *

/

DOWNS‘ "Could 1 get o \e more question in, Martin, I'd like
to know if the school could be closed by the government of the

B , _ ;
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state, or if that action is asticipated?”

MARSHALL: "Mr. Downs, there is a state statute that A
empowers the Governor, or purports to empower the Governor to
close the University. I hope--I very much hope that he doesn't
invoke that statute. I think it would be a great loss to the
state, and for the country to lose the University of Mississippi."

\

Agronsky has brought us » Burke Marshall, Assistant Attorney

DOWNS: "Thank yo:;fery much. Thank you, Martin. Mr.
General for Civil Rights, discussing the Mississippi crisis.”

B e bkt e st [T IS Ve
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STATEMENT BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, ROBERT F. KENNEDY
SEPTEMBER 27, 1962

It has been clear f¥om the time of the court's decision ordering
the University of Mississippi to accept Mr. Meredith that there would be
but one resclution to these difficulties. The orders of the federal
courts can and will be enforced. It is important to our country,
however, that if possible, that this be accomplished without force and
without civil disorder. ,

Every American has the duty to obey the law and the right to
expect that the law will be enforced.

It 1s fundasmental in our system that there be respect for the law
and compliance with all laws -~ not just those with which we happen ¢to
agree. The course which Governor Barnett is following is, therefore,
incompatible with the principles upon which this Union is based.

As the Legislature of the State of Mississippi stated in solemn
resolve 129 years ago: .

"This state owes a duty to the Union sbove all minor consideratiom -
e o« o The doctrine of Nullification is contrary to the letter and spirit
of the Constitution, end in: direct cenflict with the welfare, safety and
independence of every State in the Union; and to no one of them would
its consequences be more deeply disastrous, more ruinots, than to the
State of Mississippi e o0 o

This matter will be before the court again tomorrow in New Orleans.
At that time, Governor Barnett will have an opportunity to state his case
before all the judges of the Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. I
hope that this matter will be resolved peacefully and without violence
or further action by the federal govermnment.

However, 1if this is mot to be, the federal govermment will see to
it that the orders which are presently ocutstanding are maintained and
enforced, vhatever action that ultimately may require.

i = o Y U Torayrten P
r'*ﬁ wus-«f"“ "‘3 ”“‘\_ 5m.z R ‘.’:‘!‘z“; 2R AN A S R A SR
B e s ol . ¢

.\b




-l e i SR E R -l A R

r — ' REPCRT OM MISSISSIPPI s

MONDAY, ocmnm 1, 1962 SRR e
AFNOUNCER: Today in Oxford, Hississippi » Jmes Meredith, the Regro,
vas registered as a student at the University of Mississippi. This, then,
vas the climax of an emotional, and as it turnmed out, bloody struggle be-
tween the forces of segregation and the power of the federal law.

4 Protected by United States Marshals end government trdops; “the 29-year | :
old veteran signed in at the registrar's office of Ole Miss which during o
all of its 11k years had never knowingly accepted a Negro student. - o

It wvas not by any stretch of the imagination a typical registration
and it remains to be seen whether James Meredith can ever .enjoy a normal .
1ife in Oxford. Today, at least, he was surrounded by men,who carried guns !
end his way was cleared for him by representatives of the F‘ederal Govern- )
{ ment. There was John Doar, Assistant Attorney General, on the scene. There

y was James McShane, the Chief of the United States Marshals. ‘They and the

force of U, 8. Army soldiers made these scenes within the halls of the

4 "university possible.

F Outside the campus was strewn empty tear gas canisters, smashed and
smoking cars lined the routes. Two men were deed and many more injured.
Young men were held by the forces of the law in the savage violence of a

. few hours. All of this so that one man might have an education.

Wt A Bl Wby bt e g

Bitter passions had been aroused, old antagonisms aggravated. It vas
one of the most acute sectional disputes since the war between the States.
It 1s against this background that we present this turn of recent events in
Mississippi.

NBC News presents, Report on Mississippi. ‘October 1, 1962.

MR, FRANK McGEE: Negro James Meredith attended classes at the University
of Mississippi today dut the crisil brought on by his breaking of the State's
! i . color bar is far tnom resolved. N ) B

Today there were riots on the streets of Oxford where the university
is located. The Mississippi Fational Guard pressed into federal service
was compelled to fire over the heeds of the ranks. Federal troops also
fired above the crowds, used tear gas and fixed ba.yonets in order to attempt
to quell the danonstrations a.nd. disperse the m‘b. . ST

.f“".“,_,"..,’,‘ -

Erhinwalker, oncealhjorOeneralintheAmandmvanadvocateof
extreme right wing causes, led some of the rioting. At midday Walker was
charged with rebellion, insurrection and seditious conspiracy spelled out
in enough counts that ifconvictedonmorthan“alkervmndspendthirty
nineyearsindailandpayfinesatﬂo,OOOr*- e g

A D M R . 1 1% Vv AN 61 A B+ . G Aol i s m e

In Washington, amid charges and counter-charges with the’ Kennedy Adminis-
tration accusing the Mississippi Governor of breaking a pledge to help pre- *
serve the laev and maintain order and with a Mississippl Congressman charging’
that federal troops are, in his words, "Needlessly beating the citizens of
Oxford with rifle butts,” all of this following a wild night of almost civil
wvar on the university campus in which students and others rampaged for 11
hours in which two persons were killed, norethanaacoreinjured seven
vehicles burned, 150 persons a.rrelted. P)
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This inflicted before the transfixed stare of the vorld that vill be
long, indeed, and leave 1ivid scars of angry rebuffs, _ ;

We begin our detailed report by turning to NBC News, Memphis, Tennessee's
Bill m. : . . . . .o . L

MR. RYAN: What most Americens vere afraid vould happen, what a few
hoped would happen, 4id occur last night and today in Oxford, Mississippi..
Violent rioting broke out » two persons lost their lives, more than T5 were

The rioting started on the campus last night, then spread to the down-
town section of the City of Oxford. Here are films recording events of the
past 24 hours in that city. This was the scene on the campus of Ole Migs
last night. The 1ights of cars bearing Federal marshals who moved to the
campus from the Naval Air Station outside Memphis, Their first arrival on
the campus was greeted without incident, there was no trouble, but when
word spread that Negro James Meredith was on the campus and had been brought
to Ole Miss to register, the fighting started. :

It started first with rocks and soda Jop bottles being thrown et the
marshals and they retaliated by firing tear gas as you can see here. The
tear gas fired from the marshals point of concentration of strength at the
Lycium, the main administration building on the campus of Ole Miss.. Working
avay from the Lycium building toward the end of the campus to the main gates
and ultimately the downtown section of the city, that is where the rioters
had their strength, you cen see what they aid during the night on the campus

of Ole Miss, cars burned, canisters which had contained tear gas lying on
the curbs, ' .

These now would be the Army troops moved in to restore order to glve
more muscle to the efforts of the federal marshals, to bring peace and order
to the campus of Ole Miss. There are many here who were arrested.

Then the troops started clearing out the last pockets of resistance on
the campus as James Meredith himself, escorted by the Chief U, 8, Marsnai,
James McShane on Meredith's left, came to the campus this morning, walked

up the steps of the Lycium building and headed for the registrar's office,

He had done his battling in the federal courts and they had ruled that .
the registrar must admit him, There had been a Pitched battle on this campus
the night before, the marshal's helmet, and now Meredith was et the registrar's
office, vas signing in as a student, signing in formally at Ole Miss,

The back out through the ballvays again, out to the steps of the Lyciun,
wa.lk!.ngdmonthecampuswhichhadtheappearance somevhat of a deserted -
battlefield, which in fact had 4t been during the night, . R R S

After Meredith vas enrolled he went to a class but there was still work
for the Army people in Oxford. Downtown Oxford nov became the focal point .-

of the resistance to the Federal Gov RPN T TR AT L Y. Lo
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The troops moved in there as the marchals had the night before on the
campus of Ole Miss, the Army troops used tear gas here in the downtown section’
of the city to restore order, : — .

There ere among the soldiers in the city some Negroes. This further em-
raged the passions of those who were olating the law, Fop bottles were
thrown at the soldiers, one Negro soldier vas injured sbout the neck and
shoulders. The tear gas rolled down the- sidevalks, those who refused to obey
orders 1::re teken into custody, more than 100 reported in federal custody at
this time, : - '

There were, as you can see here, minor injuries but only minor injuries
to some of the soldiers, members of MP battalions » battle groups from Fort
Benning, Georgla.

This would be the former Major General Edwin Walker who commandeéd the
troops which enforced desegregation of Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1957. BHe
was arrested at a military roadblock just outside Oxtord, charged with a
number of crimes including conspiracy to obstruct justice, rather conspiracy
to resist federal marshals, actually doing so, inciting rebellion or inmsure
rection, ' _ e

Be could get as much as 39 years in jail and there could be fines for i
the former General of up to $h0,000. He made appearances on the campus last
night during lulls in the rioting and repeated his allegations that if there :
was violence and if there was bloodshed and people were injured it would de
the responsibility of the Federal Govermment, ' ' oo

Now what has been going on today down there and how can we get this
somevwhat in context so that we have official versions of what happened in
this interview tape recorded in Oxford Mississippi, with NBC's Frank Gordon
and Edwin Guthman, special assistant to the Attorney General for Civil Rights,
tells how the fighting started, . , .

MR. GUTHMAR: This is the Lycium bﬁilding bel'zindv us here. The people
vere mostly Just curious, they were well behaved,  © . - - -

MR. GORDON: This is the Lycium building right behind us, this is the
central administration building for the univergityg . L

' MR, GUTHMAN: Yes, As' the eveuing wore on I thought there were maybe
a thousand or 1500 students here., I thought there were about seven that were

causing the troudle. lLater on there seemed to be more people and the crowd
became uglier and pretty soon we were getting rocks thrown on us and bricks,

The marshals took quite a bit and finally a pipe came sailing through °
the air, hit one of the marshals on the head, This group was pressing closer
towards the trucks, they were setting fire to the trucks, ' Marshal McShane .
gave theordertoﬂreteareasanddupersethemup,andrromthenonfor
quite a vhile there was a fairly tough elvenz.ng.
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MR. GORDON: . 'n:ene.rshalaverennedwintrontbfthatbuilding'baek

of use .- sl oLetel R
MR. GUTHMAN: W _ | . . g -,j.ri:. o -
" MR, GORDON:’ And ﬂmey fired the, tea.r ga.s dovi in this direction. :
MR, GUIEMAN: Down here, that 1s r:ght. "'.',.-' -i”;":? ; M
MR, OCRDON: “And that is vhen all the trouble started, -, —i:
F4, how many persons. have been arrested so fart - - .° - L
'MR. GUTHMAN: Well, our last count, Frenk, there vere 112,

" MR, GORDON: What are they going to be charged with? : .

MR. GUTHMAN: Well, the FBI got here at §:30 this morning and they are
questioning the men, Most of them are men and they are adults from as far .
avay as Georgia. They are being questioned by the agents and by the me.rsha.ls
and they are detemining now what the menaretobecha.rged with, _'~ w

‘lhe charges range up into calling for penalties or rang:lng up to 20
years 1n prison end a $2o,ooo fine, Very serious mtter.

,m.GORDON m,hovmnytroopsarethere.tnmd’ordnm . \.'»-;-

MR; wmm Well, thare are qu:lte a rew. I don't know mct].v, Frank,
M. GORDON: Would you sey there vere 3,ooo or mrez - o

FRRN gl g
o« 5 e

" MR. GUTEMAN: Yes, and certainly at this tdme. . . .- i . ie r
_MR. GORDON: Doyouhananyplamtocantormynoretmopﬂ.v.

Sy

MR. GUTHMAN: I don't kmv, I"ra.nk. !mat 1s being decided elsewbere

”;AMR.GORDOR NovJamea Meredith registered th:ll moming. Iticnovu B
noont:lne. Ishe:lnclaumv? G oLwta PootIatll fUELSuoTioiat o riai

Ne]
..... L R e e s

T MR. GUTHMAN: Well, he vas m class thil mming, reg:lstu‘ed. Be vent
tochssmdlthinkhegoe-backtoclaalthhmemoon. &Ll .

. - Padd P S He 50 i £..2
' MB.@M IsittheJuaticeDepurtnmtcmtentiontoheepmm"*
c.lul? TR 1 L.. GOy nid meTrtib Imoaln e DTl oo rinn nayoevRe)
o3Ufnas SLUT pluiey & ntw weend ol & os3ling
- ‘ - . )
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MR. GUTHMAN: Well, the only reason tha.tany of us are here is to enforce
the orders of the federal courts, The Department of Justice didn't get into
this case until after the Supreme Court had ruled:and they came in vith evi-
dence that the federal court might dbe circumvented and the Department of
Justice came in to protect the integrity of the court, see that the court's
orders were obeyed, _

'ma.tisvhywearehere, thaticimytheArwishereendwevﬂlnee
that it 1is done.

MR. GORDON: E4, where does Governor Ba.rnett ‘stand right now in relation-
ship to the Justice Department?

MR, GIIMAN Frank, that is s matter for the Court of Appeals to the Sth
Circuit down in New Orleans, it is their case and they will make their dee..
cision.

MR, GORDON: Row you arrested or a federal msrshal has arrested General
Walker just a few minutes ngo 1')'hat is going to happento him what :I.s going
to become of him? .

LB. GUTHMAR: He ha.s ‘been arrested on werrant charging him with con-
spiring to assault the United States marshals in the perrormance of their auty
end obstructing court orders. .

He was taken a few minutes ago to appear dbefore a United. States Commis-
sioner in Oxford. Ve will have to awalt the result of that hearing. He was
apprehended at the roed.bloek a‘bout 11:30 in an automobile w:lth three other
persons, R R

MR, McGEE: Thus, where ve stand r:lght nov is th:l.s. There is complete
federal authority in the town of Oxford, Mississippi. The troops and the
marshals are there to protect law and order, to see that the orders of the
federal courts are enforced and that James Mereditb is not injured in his
efforts to attend the University of lﬂ.ssiuippi

The story, though, is far fron over. 8111 Rwan, NEC, llews, Memph‘.le.
MR, RYAN: It was disclosed today that muiuippi Governor Ross Barnett

- and Attorney General Robert Kemnedy conversed several times yesterday by
- telephone. Out of those conversations an agreement seemed to have been reached

wvith the Governor making two critical pledges: first, that Meredith and the
U. S. parshals would be admitted to the campus without opposition: second,
that the Mississippi Sta.te Police wuld cooperate vlth the ma.rshale 1n trying

\.""

* 3 BEER R

fme first of these vas honored., the Kennedy Administration teeh the
second vas not.
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MR. SCHERER: The two sides are, of course, blaming each other for what
happened last nights The Administration's version is this: It was Governor
Barnett himself who suggested bringing James Meredith to the campus yesterday,
Sunday. The Governor promised the President over the telephone he would
guarantee adequate State police protection if trouble developed,

That 1s why the President put off his television speech several hours.
That 1s why the marshals went in alone without troops. After Meredith was
installed the Mississippi State Police suddenly disappeared, Robert Kennedy
protested. The police were called back, Forty minutes later the State
police disappeared again, , . _

This, the Administration says was critical for then the riot started.
The worse violence occurred as the State police sat in their cars a quarter-

mile away.

The Fresident called Governor Barnett and reminded him of his pledge.
The State police did not return for two hours and 15 minutes, By that time
things were out of hand. The President feels let down by Governor Barnett,
Perhaps doublecrossed is the more accurate description, ‘

Novw here is NBC Congressional correspondent » Robert MeCormick, ‘

MR, McCORMICK: Most members of Congress are trying very hard today to
do nothing to meke the Mississippi worse, discussion was comparatively brief
and comparatively mild, Mississippi Senator Stennis continued his policy of
trying to de calm and non-inflammatory. . .

SENATOR STENNIS: I think as a whole the People of Mississippi have been
very restrained under the mounting pressures over a long period of time and
deserve a great deal of credit in the way that they have fulfilled this,
almost in control. ‘ -

MR, McCORMICK: A few Senators and Congressmen lambasted tﬁe soutliern
authorities dbut southerners themselves thought that Meredith should bde with- .
drawn, Stennis thought 1t was the only solution,

SENATOR STEMNIS: I think this has gone too far and caused so much troubls
already that it will not be possible to have an undisturbed atmosphere, 1 I *
may say, or continue the university classes in peace, quiet, that things will
be stood up 1in the State and elsevhere and on the cexrpus to the extent that
the only practical thing to do 1s to withdraw this applicant, his application,
and let him go on somewhere else to school. : . B .

That 1s the only way we are going to be able to have a real session in
the University of Mississippi for this year., That is the Practical thing to

MR. McCORMICK: Mississippi Representative Williams demended a House
investigation of the affair. University officials and others suggested the
Senate Judiciary Committee do the investigation. Eastland of Mississippi is
Chatrman of that committee. He virtuvally guaranteed an investigation would
be m. - = o
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SENATOR EASTLAND: As Chairman of the Judiciary Committee I am going to

‘do my duty. I think it would be better for members from other States, of

course, to -- I don't want Mississippi just Mississippians there but I think
that Senators from other States should. pe.rticipate and get what the real
facts vere. .

I - 3 .

After all, three lives have beeﬁ ldst apd.mny have been wounded.

MR. McCORMICK: Senator Eastland was asked when his committee might
actually begin such an mvestigation. For a number of reasons an immediate
start is not likely, , . )

SENATOR EASTLAND: Well now we are in the closing days of Congress.
Many members have key bills and when we could get the maximum numbder there,
I don't mow. I do think that it would be appropmte to have a fev dm
of cooling off period. . . o o =

Conditions, I understand, are tense and we certainly would not want to
make a step that might cause some trouble. I o

MR. McCORMICK: Robert McCormick, NBC Congressional correspondent.

MR. McGEE: Governor Barnett is still under court orders to purge himelf
of contempt by 10 o'clock eastern daylight time or be jailed and fined $10,000
a day until he does. Vhether his actions to date are enough to clear him of
the cha.rges, only the court can decide. o )

During the day the Governor usued a statement tron his headqm.rter: in
Jackson. For that story and a report on other events in the capitol city,
here is Kenneth Bernatein, NBC Revs, J’ackson, Mssiasippl. SR

g As ycu can see we have encountered some d:lfﬁculties with our comnmica.—
tion to Jackson, Mississippi. We will attempt to bring i.n Kenneth Bernstein
and his report a bit later in this program.. ; :. . e T

One of the minor ironies is that Meredith's first class today was on the
subject of Colonial American History. The 29-year old veteran, it would -
seem, could add a chapter of his own on contemporary American higtory. His
struggle to enter the University of Mississippi began 21 months ago 1n Janmry
of 1961. .

Since then it bas followed a pattern so familiar it is wearisome. First,

‘minor technicalities of school enroliment regulations were invoked to deny
- him admission. -This, of course, made court action mevitable and then State

;. otﬁcnls mounted a cmmtu'-otrmivo. T B A SR TR .o-.-,{ S

L’
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When they discovered that Meredith had g!.ven one bcne addreu 1n regis-
to vote and a different uddrenintentiﬂinaonhutchoolcue, he

. tering
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Negro people of Mississippi?

Then a lav was passed saying a person so convicted could not be admittes
to the iniversity. It was picayune, pettifoggery, and predictable but
frustrating. At one point Meredith explained his reasons for continuing the
struggle, ’ _ : . ‘

(September 12) BRI

QUESTION: Whatmdeyoudecideonthh? S

MR. MEREDITH: Well, I thought that I should get an education in my own

State and, of course, Ole Miss, to my kmovledge, 1s the best university in
the State, and also it is the only school that offers the courses that T am
rerticularly interested in, .

QUESTION: When you say you were interested in going to the University
of Mississippi even as a boy, were you aware at that time that Negroes dia

not go to the University of Mississippi?

MR, MEREDITH: ‘Well, I have been aware for a long time on the so-called
case for the Negro, yes, I have been avare, - o

QUESTION: Therefore, you have wanted to overcame this barrier since you
vere & boy? o .

MR, MEREDITH: That is right. That is correct, -

QUESTION: In this battle of yours to get into the University of Missis-
sippi, do you consider yourself en {ndividual or part of a greater goal or

i .

MR, MEREDITH: Well, of course I am acting as an'individual but T should
hope that the outcome vill affect a whole lot of People and even so much as
America. I should think it would be important to America, . B .

QUESTION: How could it affect people in.Miseissippi, do you think?--

. MR MEREDITH: Well, the greatest need that the people in Mississtppt
has 1is for a better opportunity to make a decent living and I think thet 4n
Mississippl comes more in line with the general American vay of life when
they offer more opportunity for their citigzens to receive an education and
training. : R - °

- To -
O,

" - I think this is the great benefit that Mississippt will derive from this,
e R Woeeial L il oL [ St

QUESTION: Do you think that there will bé any difference 1n the benerit
that you say will be derived between the vhite people of Mississippi and the

thoist Zant B oorvonr0d et oA

- MR, MIREDITH: Well, certainly there will be sime difference, 'Everyone
practically in Mississippi, whites and Negroes, look upcn Regroes as being
inferior and, of course, this czuses this result, that it is natural from a
race believing they are inferior or never believing that they are, and of
course, the Negro has to get rid of this end, of course the whites do not.
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- erowd vhich at one time threatened to break through the police lines to get
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MR. McGEE: Governor Barnett's administration had not generated much
excitement in Mississippi and it was believed by some that his political
forces were slipping but that was before the desegregation of the university
had become an inflamed issue, -y :

By September 18 the Governor had by proclamation interposed the sover-
eignty of the State of Mississippi and the university and the desegration
orders of the federal courts. The effectiveness of the interposition has
long been discounted by most legal authorities but the legislature swept up
by the Governor's promise to go to jail rather than Yyield proclaimed its sup-
port of the move, The Governor responded with a ringing speech, he promised
to keep the faith,

VOICE: We, the duly elected representatives of the State of Mississippi,
do hereby join our Governmor in full support on the stand he has taken to
oppose an event by means available to the sovereign powers of our State against
unlawful, unwarranted aggression and usurpation by the Federal Government.

VOICE: The Honorable Governor Ross Barnett s Covernor of Mississippi.

GOVERNOR BARNETT: You know that I am going to stand stesdfast all the
way down the line, :

e o o Applause e o o

MR, McGEE: On September 24 the Chairman of the University Board of
Trustees promised the Federal Court of Appeals that Meredith would be permittec
to register the following day. Vhen Meredith, accompanied by federal mershals 3
errived in Jackson the following day a group of 1500 to 2,000 had followed.
Some were students who made the 175-mile trip from the university, some were
residents of Jackson, others were neither,

Robert Ellis, the University Registrar, was in the State Office Building,
he either would not or could not agree to the marshal's request that he :
register him at the Federal Building. o - i

[

¥When Meredith arrived he was ‘greéf'ed with cﬁraes and insuits from the t
at the Negro, S

Governor Barnett

Meredith never 414 get to see the Registrar Ellis that day.' Governor
Barnett took over and dealt with Meredith himself. The Governor read a
mclmtion.‘\.w.‘, oo oL . . N . L e W

vas greeted in keeping with his newly discovered popu-

[} “
.
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GOVERNOR BARNETT: In substance, our Uniged States Suprems Coiict fir
many, meny years, for approximately a hundred years, held positively and
RSP EIDUIE« S RY BN T NPT (o LTI DI e @ < AT D el el T teniovs
7242 muisur ody of mioudta lllha wot®iTewl o0 ok el oo lsnist v onmad




W\

not expressly granted, and I take it that it means not written in the Consty.
tution, giving to the Federal Government certain povers, then they belong
to the States, respectively, or to the people, -

Especially this is true when not prohibited by the Comstitution to the
stﬂte.o e - 2

Gentlemen, my conscience is clear. I am abiding by the Constitution
of the United States and the Constitution of Mississippi and the laws of
the State of Mississippi. _ ) . , )

Thank you,

: ‘VOICE: Governor, do you‘accept this? Do you refuse to bermit us in the
door? ‘

]

GOVERNOR BARNETT: Yes,

MR. McGEE: Five hours after Barnett had barred Meredith from the ‘uni-
versity, the United States Circuit Court of Appeals cited the Governor for
contempt for defying that Court's orders, o .

hailed. The Legislature bassed a resolution hailing him but to the authori-
ties trying to serve him with & sumons for contempt, the Governor was unap-
proachable. At one roint even the slot of his mail box was blocked by State
police,

turned away lest they be carrying the summons, At one point a bench warrant
for the Covernor's arrest, A telegram from the Couwrt was returned as un-
deliverable, C

1 While the Governor wes alluding the subpoenses, It. Governor Johnson ‘
_, barred still another attempt by Meredith to register, Johnson thus put him- &
‘j gelf in line for a contempt citation of his own, . :

1; The Governor always was shielded by his own Police, delivery boys were
|

GCOVERNOR BARNETT: (September 29) - R

Mr, Chairman and my fellow Mississippians. (Applause.) I love Missis-
i sippi. (Applause.) T love her people. (Applause.) her customs, (Applause)
i and I love and I respect our heritage (Applause).

I am grateful for the Jackson Real Estate Boird for promlmtl.ng this
- song and to the legislators for enacting it as our great Missiseippi
i song, “I Love Ole Mississippi” (Applause),

;_ MR, McGREE: Sunday afternoon the Mississippi National Ouard vas feder-
. alized, Governor Barnett faded from the public view,. - .
1 ~_ He spoke to his people of calmness while vying to continue the fight

against segregation, He decried bloodshed, The negotiation with President i
Kennedy caused a delay in the President's brief address to the nation that i
night.
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PRESIDENT KENNEDY; My obligation under the Constitution and the -
statutes of the United States was and i1s to implement the orders of the
court with vhatever means are hecess and vith as little force and civil
disorder as the circumstances permit; = - o e

I K - It was for thig reason that I Tederalized the Mississipps Rational

i Guard as the most appropriate instrument, should any be heeded, to Preserve
law and order whije United States mershals carvied out the orders of the -
i court and prepared to back them Up with whatever other civil or military
enforcement might haye been required. - E L

I deeply regret the fact that any action by the Executive Branch was ,

necessary in this case but all other avenues ang alternatives including -
Persuasion and conciliations had been tried and exhausted, S :

| ' MR. McGEE: A moment ago our sound circuits failed as we affempted-tq_
bring in Kenneth Bernstein vith & report from Jackson, Mississipp1, We are
hoping that difficulty has been overcome and we would like to try again, -

To Kenneth Bernstein, NBC Fevs, Jaéksoﬁ, Mississippi.

MR. BERNSTEIN: Jackson, the State Capital, vas subdued today. "People

e U

: wvere talking about vhat might have been done and what should have been done. ;
i Mostly they were not telking, they were listening to the bad news, R o
i Govérnor Barnett spent the day in fhe Governor's Mansion trying td _r;_i_u :
1 & vay out of the crisis, At one o'clock 1n the afternoon he wvent on tele: !

vision with a one-minute &ppeal urging the citizens to stay hane and he asked g

' their homes, The flag over the cepitol was lowered to half mast, .. . .

PTeVON

N ~:-.'.'f"-"

i ' Governor Barnett has not spoken to ;lewshen since tﬂ;.t.:ri-sil.begah tut - i
b he has agreed to make a statement to NBC hews. This 1s the televised report.

" GOVERNOR BARNETT: 1t makes my hesrt heavy with extrema sadness,” tio :
people are dead, the Prench Dewspaperman and a male student. I deeply..: .. 3
sympathize with the members of the families of these and thode who vere injured :
- I St - - - : ; <. - o

_While the State 'ot')t"iuin'ippi“‘ ves 1n control of 1ts internal affatrs

of redéra.'l. marshals backed by more than 15,000 armed troops installed James
| Meredith on the campus of the University of Mississippi, Students gatherea
i and demonstrated, They were noisy, they were boisterous, but not violent,

_to -
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i . When a large mmber accumulated at one point the federal officers askea
for Mississippi cemen to deal with them, . ‘These three officers :
1 the cooperation of the majority of the students. The unarmed highvay 3
ratrolmen with their backs -the axmed marshals were Successfully moving $
the students when o Pop bottle throwm by one of thc_cravdltartea_inthcn Z
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sﬁ“ﬁd the marshals immediately fired roint-blank into the backs of the
State officers who were only a few feet from them and into the group of young
people, - e : . R -

This was a direct cause of violence on the campus at the university.
Five unarmed highvay patrolmen have been hospita.li_zgd fram the effects of
tear gas fired by the federal marshals,. The federail maréhals were men who
were inexperienced, nervous, you might ‘say trigger-happy. s

‘>

Thetr instability and unvarrantea brutality egainst unarmed youths will
forever blacken the record of all federal officers. They were quick to right
American youths but to Iy way of thinking they are extremely slow to fight
Castro, T ' : R ¢
' The people of Mississippi are enraged, they are incensed and rightly so.
AE Free men do not sutmit weakly to this kind of treatment, No bloodshed or
. violence took place while Mississippl officers were in control at the Univer.
sity ot Migsissippi, : :

{

| Our people have been inflemed deliberately in order that the resulting
i resistance can be cited as Justification for military force against the people
= ' of a sovereigu State and a crushing of the rights of the States.

Bm it. i

I would 1ike to add an additional statement, I have not seen all of the

statements 1ssued today by the Department of Justice dut I want the people of
S the nation to know the following facts: Fram the time it became gpparent

rw B that the Pederal Goverment intended to place Meredith in the University

Mississippl by armed forces I have been called many, many times by the -

y i e ""1*;11’?’ i
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killed. ¥y plea was ignored,- - GRS R e T

When 1t vas made known to me that they would forefhly put Merodith in
the university eithep Sunday, September 30, or Monday, October 1, I realizeq
" 'that Oxford would be crowded Monday with thousands and thousands of people,
not only from Mississippi but fram many other states,-. .- T
SRR R S A T S FrIarnIar eno g
77X knew there would be meny deadly weapons s there on Monday end that - -

hundreéds of peoplé would Irobadly be killed, - The ocnly alternative offered
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Meredith would be fbrci'bly put into the university. -

The decision to put Meredith on the campus last Sunday night was that
of the Federal Goverrment:, I was ccompelled to admit that it would be better
for them to place.him on the campus by helicopter Sunday than to force him
in with widespread bloodshed during the day of Monday.

My friends, that was my honest conviction. I believed then and I believe
now that if he had gone into the cempus of the university on Monday, today,
there would have been probably 20,000 more people there, many of them with
guns and hundreds of people would have been killed. - )

I have consiatently stated that I would use all the forces at my ccuna.nd
to try to maintain law and order.

Now friends, that is what I have honestly and sincerely tried to do.
! More than 15 hours before bringing Meredith into Mississippi the President 4
e took the National Guard away from me and then created this explosive situation
in our State about placing Meredith on the campus at the university. -

The President and the Attorney General were repeatedly warned of the
grave danger involved. I did not know that the Federal Govermment had
' actually placed Meredith in the University of Mississippi until I was advised
LT of this fact by the Attorney General only a few minutes before he reached
the cempus. I knew they were thinking seriously about it, I knew that they
FH 3 intended to either put him there Sunday or Monday, and they asked me if it
i would 'be less violent there Sundsy or Monday. '

b ¢ had to rra.nkly and honestly tell them that since there were not many
pecople there Sunday that there probably would be less violence there on

Since the Federa.l Goverrment has put Meredith at the University of
Mississippi I have repeatedly urged the federal officials to remove Heredith
from the cempus and from lussissippi. _ . )

I have and shall continue to handle this dirficult situa.tion 1n a manner
that will avoid violence and blocdshed if humanly possible. In this matter
the Federal Covermment has been the aggressor from the very 'beginning and 1t
mzet a.sm.me the responsibiuty for resulting tragedy

J&n

. I understand fran atatenents of Attorney Genera.l Kennedy, vbich I have

¢ not yet seen, that he has charsed me with having withdrewn highway patrolmen
froa the cmpus Sunday night. auphat:lcally end poaitive]: dew tlnt state-
.ento T e - e

MR. BERHS’EIK 'nms, new deta:lls and newallegationa rrun Governor 5
Barnett, his latest word on the continuing criais 1n m.ssiuippi. Kenneth
Bernstein, mc at WIM, lﬁssissippi. R R
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:Q#EE You have just heard Governor Barnett's side of the contro-
versy. "Obviously there is another side.

At this moment the Attorney General of the United States, Robert Kennedy,
is standing by in our Washington studios to talk with NBC David Brinkley. We
will see what he has to sey and continue our report on Miesissippi in just e
moment. ~

MR. McGEE: Let us turn now to NBC's David Brinkley in Washington.

MR. BRINKILEY: Mr. Attorney General, a mament ego we heard Governor
Barnett say that since the beginning the Federel Govermment in this case
has been the sggressor. Is that true?

ATTORREY GENERAL KENNEDY: Actually, Mr. Brinkley, we have only been in
this case for approximstely a week. This case started ebout eighteen months
ago. It was e private law suit between Mr. Meredith end the State of
Mississippi, it went through the lower courts, went through the Circuit Court,
was ultimately considered by the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court, the lower
courts, all held that Mr. Meredith should be entered in the University of
Mississippi and that that should take place about ten days ago.

It was only vwhen the orders of the court were being circumvented, when
the orders of the court were being vioclated that we got into the case. The
Federal Govermment, therefore, has only been in this case approximately ten
days. Before that, it was privete litigation between Mr, Meredith and the
State of Mississippi. When the orders of the court were not being followed,
when they were being violated, it is our responsibility to take some action
to see that they are followed. Ve moved into this case only at that time.

MR, BRINKLEY: Until that time you were in no way involved?

ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNEDY: Ve had nothing to do with Mr. Meredith's
getting into the University of Mississippi. We had a responsibility as the
President mentioned last night, to insure that the orders of the court are
followed. That is our responsibility and we intend to meet it.

MR. BRINKLEY: The Governor sald as you heard that the marshals on the
campus were, as he put it, trigger happy. What can you tell us about that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNEDY: Well, in the first place the arrangements made
for the marshals to go on the campus were made with Governor Barnett as he
stated this evening. They arrived, the arrangements were made by the head of
the Mississippi State Police as to where they should go, how they should .
deploy themselves, they took up positions, a crowd surrounded them, started
to throw rocks, started to throw bottles, started to throw pleces of steel
and metal, got uglier and uglier and finally after epproximately an hour or
an hour and a half of this kind of activity when the mod was moving in on-
them the marshals fired some tear gas, to try to disperse the crowd. They
had instructions and orders not to fire at the mob, They had orders and
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instructions that they should preserve the peace and do the least damage
possible. But they were being pushed back, it was an extremely dangerous
situation and they fired tear gas to disperse the mob. I might say later

on they held out there for a tely six hours, very brave men in my
Judgment, they were fired they were hit and they were Molotov cocktails
had been thrown at them and yet not one marshal fired a gun. Inmy Judgment,
the City of Oxford, the State Mississippi, the University of Mississippl
and the American people, owe these marshals a great debt:of gratitude. -

(91

MR, BRINKLEY: The Governor anﬁ also Sena.t.o‘r Eastland vhan we heard 3
few minutes earlier, urged t Meredith now be taken out-of the University.
DPid you have any part in doing that? - S :

ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNEDY: He 4s not going to be withdrewn from the
University of Mississippi. he desires to leave the University of -
Mississippl obviously he can go to any university that he wants but we have
not suggested that he leave the University of Mississippi and as long as he
remains in the University of Mississippi in accordance with the court orders
we will meet our responsibilities. T :

MR. BRINKILEY: Did Goven+ur Barnett make an agreement with you and with
the President and break 1t? | - o . . L
‘ .o

ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNEDY: Well, as he explained, he had an understanding
with us that was made at appr tely 12:45 on Sunday morning that Mr,
Meredith would be entered intg the University of Mississippi, that he would be
preceded by marshals, that Mr. Meredith would then came’ into the University of
Mississippi and he would remain there. It was Governor Barnett's responsi-
bility which he undertook at this time to maintain lew end order, to insure
that no violence occurred and if there were any disorders to handle it with
the State Police with the help and assistance of the marshals. When violence
did occur, the State Police were withdrawn. I received notification of that
at dpproximately 9:25 last ning. I got in touch with the representative
of the Governor, protested, said that this was a violation of the agreement
that they had and the marshals, the State Police were returned st approxi-
mately ten minutes of ten. Ten mimites before the President went on in his
pews broadcast in his speech. . The situation became more difficult then until

about a quarter of eleven.. .The violence grew and at that time the State

Police were withdrawn again, all of them got in their automobiles and drove
evay and dieappeared for epproximately two hours and a half, . The Governor
says that he is not responsible for that, the fact is, that the State Police

_ yhen the violence became serious withdrew and left this extremely precarious
. position to the United States Marshals., We learned at epproximately one

o'clock at night that there were 150 State Police parked in approximately 80
automobiles about a quarter of a mile from the scene of all these disorders
and refuged to.come back. ., -~ U uiun oL oL e sl L el

MR, BRIRKIEY:: Mr. Kennedy, & more general question here, why would you
say & thing like this has occurred in Missiesippi but not in other southern
states? : .

“vi5[ -




v g v S —y—— T~ v e ® - —— g P

s
gL < -
o

E i

ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNEDY: I think first there is a responsibility on
the part of the political leaders. It is always easy to get up and subject
such as this vhich 1s very emotional and not show any courege at all, which
18 to go along with the stream and I think thaet unfortunately that is gener-
ally what has happened in the State of Mississippi. I am very aware of the
fact that this creates a tremendous emotional problem :and it causes a )

E tremendous controversy but the fact is that the courts had acted. I might

not like the decision but the courts had acted end we are a goverrment and

people of laws, not of men, You can't decide that in KNew York you don't like

the incame tax laws so therefore you are not going to pay any income tax or

1 Al Capone in Chicago say I don't like the laws egainst killing people, so

that is ell right for me, or scmething like that in Mississippi, I say I don't

= [ like this particular law so I don't have to pay any attention to it. We have

w; ' to obey the law or our society means nothing. I think the political leaders
s have a responsibility., I think the clergy has a responsibility and I think

the newspapers do. I think that the reason that Georgis hes made as much

‘ progress as it has made is because of the tremendous leadership that it has

i received from many of its political leaders and from a great newspaper man,

; Ralph McGill, He in my Judgment has changed the camplexion of that state.

kS ] _ MR. BRINKLEY: We are going to hear from him in a mament. Tell us your
1 own feelings about this experience you have been through and are going through

B A personally?

] ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNEDY: Well, I think last night was the worst night

: I ever spent because we had -- these marshals had been perhaps regionally’ '
signed up thinking they were just going to go frcm the Jjail to the judge's
office, not realizing that they would be involved in things like that. They

were called down, all brought together, never worked together, they were put

1 out there with instructions not to fire., They were fired on, hit, they were --
things were thrown et them, it was an extremely dangerms situation. All they
had fina.l]y vas the tear gas, , -

: He received notification that the tee.r gas was running out, that they
only had four or five pints. They brought up the -- the mod brought up a
bulldozer and attacked the houses in which they were staying and I think they
were that close if the tear gas had not arrived in the last five minutes and
if these men had not remained true to their orders and instructions, they had
lost their head and started firing at the crowd, you would have had immense
bloodshed end I think it would have been a very tragic situstion. 8o you hear

; these reports that were caming in to the President and myself, all last night, :

i on the situation with the State Folice having deserted the situation and these

i men standing up there with courage and a‘bmty, areat ‘bravery, that that vas

L avu'ymovingperiodinnywc. o ] Lomeninty

g ..-;,~_,., R et

MR, m Well, Mr, Attomey General, thsdk you very mxch. s
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MR. VANOCUR: As the Attormey.General said; Ralph McGill, the publisher
of the Atlanta Constitution, has changed the complexion of the dtate of -
Georgie. Mr. McGill has done even more, it 1s not easy to be a southern.
editor. BHe has not only endured; he has prevailed. S

h"s!;!r. McGi11, how was Georgia spared the egony. Missigs.{'pp; 1s now under-
so ’ ! .. b e e o

MR, McGILL: It was very kind of the Attorney Gene

2

41 to speak of me

" but we had a 1ot of help. We had help from the clergy, we had belp from the

mayor, we had help from the Chief of Police, we had help fram ‘the Governor

of the State. We had help from the newspapers, we had help fram the responsi-
ble people. This is what is missing in Mississippi. '

MR, VANOCUR: Mr. McGill, I have heard you spesk of the power structure.
Has the power structure advocated responsibility? : o . - ,

MR, McGIIL: The power structure exists in the south in one part of the
states, the merchants, the clergy, the newspepers, the power structure in ..
general, the people who are responsible. I can think of only two papers in
Mississippi which in my opinion have 1ived up to their responsibilities.
Greenville Hardy Carter's paper and two below, just in the cepital of the
state, the Clarion ledger devoted its front peges to jnformally incitements
to deny the court order. Governor Barnett is a member of the White Citizens
Council. The White Citizens Council has rather boasted they have controlled
politics in Mississippi. In my opinion they have very thoroughly. I don't
think this would be denied. The governor himself in his appearance gave
pretty good 111ustration of vhy the moderate voices in Miseissippi have not
had en opportunity to be heard, they are there, they are wonderful people in
Mississippi, but they have had not outlet in their press, in their politics,

" 4pn their clergy, businessmen, I em sorry to say, but I think that s very

strong indictment ought to be drawm against vhat we call the power structure
of Mississippi. . : . ST o

T

"I o think 1t has sbrogated its responsibilitiesss = o T
MR. VANOCUR: Mr. McGill, when troops were based in Little Rock, they
paseed a sign put up by,the Little Rock Industrial Carmittee which said, b © 4
the people of Arkansas will not, who will build this state?™ wl :

If your pewspapers mthejpowergtmcturewillndt, and the politicians
will not, thenvholeadsthestatesmtheswthr
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but we have not got the resources. Yet we have politiciens

to destray their state university or to degrade thenm, destroy

their prestige and risk their accreditation -- what for? I don't know.' -

1i Political power, personal power, personal vanity, ‘but what about the young
people of Mississippi, all of these other states? What is Alabama going to

' answer? What is South Carolina going to say? These are the big questions.

The attention now is focussed on the Governor and the responsible people of

Alsbema and South Carolina; what are they going to say after Mississippi?

‘ o : - :
MR, VANOCUR: Mr. McG1ll, sitting here tonight, you live your whole
b 1ife in the south, can you give any optimistic view of this area that you
] have lived in? : ‘ .

MR. McGILL: Yes, most of it is done very well. Most of 4t has not done
what Governor Barnett did, speaking of the Sovereign State of Mississippi.
Tt is not sovereign, there has not been a sovereign state when the federal
power is engaged since 1789. This is why we bave a Constitution. This 1s
what most of the governors of Tennessee, Virginia, Forth Carolina, West
Virginia, Missouri, Florida, Texas, and in Georgis, tremendous progress.
This is the story, progress, and not Barnett in Mississippi. '

MR. VANOCUR: Thark you, Mr. McGill. - L

A Ralph'McGill, the publisher of the Atlantic Constitution. mis~'1o.
Sander Vanocur, NBC News in Washington. ' B
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’ MR. McGEE: I suspect that had we-all been alive a hundred years ago
: before the Civil War engulfed the nation and that tragic event, what we have

heard tonight would have for us now a tragically femiliar sound. Then, as

now, two sides had grown 80 far apart that it seemed their leaders have grown

i deaf, dumb end blind in accord with each other in the way they glve violently
contrasting interpretations to the same set of facts. It will accomplish .
nothing, of course, if vhat we have seen and heard tonight serves only to ]
infleme passion. I do not suggest that Judgment be suspended but that we \
not permit passion to affect our judgment. : : . 3
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Good Evening. : T R TN
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